
FROM THE RECTOR 
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders 

[presbyters/priests] of the church and have them pray over them, 

anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith 

will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who 

has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to 

one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. 

(James 5: 14-16) 
 
     It has been my practice to administer the Sacrament of Holy Unction to individual pa-
rishioners on request, usually on the Sunday prior to being admitted to the hospital for sur-
gery. Unction has normally been administered at the Altar rail following the Sunday liturgy, as 
traditionally, Holy Unction is preceded by Confession and the receiving of Holy Communion. 
     On a certain Sunday in October I was approached and asked by a parishioner if I would be 
available on the next or following Sunday to administer the Sacrament of Holy Unction to 
both that person and another parishioner. Of course, I gladly agreed. 
     During the course of the week I had a thought. Perhaps I should place an announcement 
in the Sunday service bulletin inviting those persons who wish to receive the Sacrament of 
Holy Unction to remain after the dismissal and to meet me at the Altar after I had finished 
greeting our departing congregants. No verbal announcement was made; just the printed no-
tice in the bulletin. Well, to my surprise, there was an altar rail full of people, and I do mean 
full! Full of the faithful seeking healing from the Lord by way of the Laying on of Hands and 
Anointing of the Sick. It was a very moving and awe-inspiring occasion of Grace. 
     Subsequently, after seeing the sheer number of faithful remaining for Holy Unction, I de-
cided to make this sacramental ministry available on a regular basis.  So, unless otherwise noti-
fied and/or announced, the healing Sacrament of Holy Unction will be administered on the 
fourth (4th) Sunday of the month, following the 10:00am liturgy. (Due to this month’s Annual 
Meeting scheduled for 11/22, Holy Unction will be administered on 11/29). 
     Holy Unction is an ancient sacrament or sacramental rite of the Holy Church. The out-
ward and visible sign of the sacrament is the laying on of hands by a priest and the anointing 
with Holy Oil (the ―Oil of the Sick‖, normally having been blessed by a bishop). The inward 
and spiritual grace conveyed or received? God’s grace is given for the healing of spirit, mind, 
and body. 
     It is important to note that this sacrament is not solely for the purpose of physical healing, 
but for physical, emotional and/or spiritual healing. 
     Holy Unction, as with all the Holy Sacraments of the Church, when approached 
and received with faith and devotion, is of great benefit to the recipient, conveying 
healing and peace of spirit, mind and body.  
     Please note, should you wish to make a private confession prior to receiving Holy Unc-
tion (which will be administered immediately following your confession and receiving of ab-
solution), you may call the parish office to arrange an appointment. Please note, too, that any-
thing said in confession is held in the strictest of confidence! Also, the confessor (priest) is 
not permitted to ever initiate conversation with the penitent (the person making the confes-
sion) about the matter confessed. 
     As for procedural matters for administering Holy Unction following the corporate or pub-
lic liturgy on the 4th Sunday of the month (unless otherwise announced), those persons desir-
ing the sacrament should go to the Altar rail and/or choir chancel and wait in quiet reflection 
and prayer. Once I’ve finished greeting departing parishioners, I will enter the sanctuary to 
begin the Liturgy of Holy Unction. Although I know nearly everyone’s name, it certainly 
would be most helpful if you were to assist this aging priest by announcing or stating your 
name as I approach you for anointing. Although not required or necessary, should you desire 
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stlukescolumbia@bellsouth.net 
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THE 87th DIOCENSAN CONVENTION REPORT  

FOR THE DIOCESE OF UPPER SOUTH CAROLINA  

 

       The 87th Diocesan Convention convened in Greenville, South Carolina at the Carolina First Center on Friday, Octo-

ber 16, 2009 through Saturday, October 17, 2009.  This event was hosted by the Parishes of St. Andrews, St. James, and 

St. Peters of Greenville, S.C.   There were 86 clergy and 194 lay delegates in attendance.  Those attending from St. 

Lukeôs as delegates were Adell Adams (for Corliss Wise), Francis Goodwin, and Rudy Canzater.  Other participants 

from our church were Father Griffin, Regina Griffin and Herbert Bynoe. 

      The convention began on Friday, October 16, 2009 at St. Phillips with the celebration of Holy Eucharist.  The busi-

ness session was held at the Carolina First Center.  It was reported that the Diocese is in good financial standing with no 

outstanding debts owed.  There were two resolutions presented to convention, and both passed.  Resolution #1 by the 

Midlands Convocation was for the Diocese of Upper South Carolina to hold its business sessions on a weekend day be-

ginning with the 88th convention.  Resolution #2 offered by Carolyn Barfield of St. Bartholomew's, North Augusta was 

to designate the first Sunday in February as ñGravatt Sunday.ò  Diocesan congregations are to celebrate ñGravatt Sun-

dayò by educating individuals about Gravattôs ministry and encouraging individuals to support Gravattôs ministry 

through prayer and special offering.  The candidates for Bishop of the Diocese of Upper South Carolina were presented 

by video and each offered a brief introduction. 

      A banquet and roast for The Right Rev. Dorsey Henderson, Jr. was held that evening.  There was a surprise visit by 

Presiding Bishop, Katharine Jefferts Schori.  This event was assuredly a celebration of the ministry of our beloved 

Bishop. 

      On Saturday, October 17, 2009, following a Celebration Eucharist, there were numerous workshops presented, but 

only enough time to attend a choice of two workshops. 

          Submitted by Cassandra Sims 

St. Lukeôs Memorial Garden  
      The Memorial Garden of St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church is the further statement of the traditional ministry of the 

Church to provide dignified Christian burial of its members and their families.  The beauty of this Memorial Garden will 

be a continuing proclamation of our faith in the resurrection of the dead.  The Memorial Garden shall also be a place of 

mediation, rest, and prayer, as well as a place of such other and further activities and events as the Church shall deem 

appropriate and proper.    

      The Garden is on the left side of the Church.  At the present time there is a water fountain featuring a ñcherub,ò and 

at the appropriate time will have flowing water.  There are stepping stones placed within the Garden.  There is also a 

bench for ñreflections,ò against one side of the building.  A fence will be placed around the Garden and at some time in 

the future, there will be a statute of our Patron, St. Luke.       

      At some point within the next few months, the Commission on Buildings and Grounds will present to the vestry 

other recommendations that need to be considered for the completion of the Garden.    

     The Bishop will be visiting St. Lukeôs on Wednesday, December 9, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. to consecrate the Garden.  

Also, at this time there will be interment of ashes of two former members.                                                                                                                                           

                                                                 Submitted by Francis Goodwin, Junior Warden 

         The Commission on Buildings and Grounds     

to share a specific prayer request, you may do so following the anointing with oil and just prior to the laying on of 
hands with prayer(s). 
     As always, I remain available to administer the sacraments of Holy Unction and/or the Reconciliation of a Penitent 
(Sacramental Confession). Simply call the parish office for a mutually convenient appointment. 
     If you have any questions or need further information or clarification with regard to this column, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. I’m here for you and I aim to please. 
           Blessings,                                                                                                                                                                            
           Your Priest and Rector                                                                                                                                                                      

           Calvin R. Griffin+ 

(Continued from page 1) From the Rector 



MEMORIES…                                          My Fondest Memory of St. Lukeõs 

Page 3 WINTER 2009 ISSUE

Our Prayers are asked: 

 
For Healing: Ed Bynum, Dorothy Hayes, Emerson Hazzard, Lorraine Marshall, Mildred Murray, Major 
Roberts, Fred Thompson, Talmadge Moore, Ed Bingham, Jackie Coles, Adell Adams, John Rumph, Eddye 
Brown, Helen Grogan, E. Perry Palmer, and Carole Cooper 
 

For Our Young People Away From Home:  Ebony Saxon, Ann Bingham Johnson, Patrick and Rebecca Cokley, Natalie 
Moore Fulton, Rudy Wise, Jr., Erika Johnson, Victoria Julian, Michael Turner, Justin Battiste, Russell Griffin, Cedric John-
son, Skye Robinson-Dunbar, and Jai Marshall 
 
For Those Recently Married:  Mr. & Mrs. J. Jioni (Ashley Scott) Palmer 
For Our Loved Ones in Nursing Homes: Vivian Hampton, Elizabeth Middleton, Charlotte Osbia, and Fannie Mitchell 
 
For Members of the Armed Forces: Chad Williams and Peter Utley 
For Our Loved Ones at Home: Eddye Brown, Bernice Johnson, Ella Lenoir, and Abram Coles 
For the Ministry: With many stars in their heavenly crowns this is our prayer for the parish of St. Luke’s. 

MISSION STATEMENT: òThe mission of St. Lukeõs Episcopal Church is to spread the Word and share the love of God with all people.ó 

My fondest memory is from the late 1940’s – early 1950’s.  I was one of four young people from St. Luke’s, to go to 
Voorhees College, during the summer to interact with other young Episcopalians; not only from South Carolina, but 
from other states as well.  Being able to interact with a priest from Africa, and priests from other states was, indeed, 
an interesting experience.    

        Francis Goodwin, Junior Warden 

òSt. Lukeõs Through the Yearsó (1995-2009)  
 
      Before the 87th Diocesan Convention in October, Father Griffiin ―charged‖ Rudy Canzater, Annie Kelley,  Betty 
Shearin, and me to create a pictorial display board to represent St. Luke's’ growth. 
      In less than three (3) weeks, we were up for the challenge, and we stepped up to the ―challenge.‖  The fearless four met 
in the Parish Hall and pulled together all of St. Luke’s photo albums and pieced together pictures that told the story of our 
Parish under the tutelage of Bishop Henderson. Do you remember the song: ―Through the Years‖ by Kenny Rogers? Well, 
that was our theme for the display board. 
      Betty, our artistic album director, categorized and organized the pictures; and her assistants assembled the photos with 
headings to create a final project of a òPhoto Story.‖  
      Once we assembled all of the past, present and future history of our Parish, we submitted the project to                     
APEXGRAPHIX.   They turned our project into a 3-D masterpiece to be displayed professionally and spiritually at the 87th 
Diocesan Convention in Greenville, South Carolina!  Remember the scripture: ―When two or three are gathered together in 
my name, oh what mighty works can be accomplished.‖ That’s how we were able to take on the challenge and exceed our 
own expectations! 
     Now we have in-house our 3-D (portable) professional display board that can be used in a multiplicity of ways! One way 
the board is presently being displayed is in the Parish, Hall during fellowship and church functions; another way it could be 
displayed is at our annual picnics, ECW Conventions, Great Gatherings, church anniversaries, and last but not least our an-
nual  and future fundraisers, i.e., Be an Organ Musical Donor.  
     As we continue to share our Parish stories through pictures, we can change the board adding current Parish events to 
keep this visual in our hearts and minds of our uniqueness of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. 
           Submitted by Corliss Wise 



 

Speech Given on November  13, 2009 for Every Member Stewardship Canvass 

for St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church 

 By Luther Battiste 

 

 In 1983, E.W. Cromartie and I became the first Africanï Americans to be elected to Columbia 

City Council since Reconstruction. At my first Council meeting, I thought I am probably the first person 

to sit here who likes the music of James Brown and Miles Davis. I ran for political office, not because I 

wanted public attention, but because I felt the need to give more to my community and city. I felt a pro-

found sense of responsibility, not to be just the first, but to make a difference. My message to you today is 

about giving, responsibility and each of us having the ability to make a difference for St. Lukeôs. 

 

 When I was elected to City Council in 1983, I never imagined that 25 years later an African-

American would be elected President of the United States of America. On November 3, 2008, the day be-

fore the election, Barack Obamaôs grandmother, Madeline Dunn, died peacefully in her sleep in Hawaii. 

At the last campaign stop of the election in Charlotte, North Carolina, President Obama, with tears falling 

down his face, spoke of the woman who with his mother helped raise him. He said she was a plain spoken 

woman who was humble and spent her life sacrificing for him. She was an unsung, quiet hero. President 

Obama said that this country is full of other unsung, quiet heroes who just want to do what is right.  

 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, St. Lukeôs is full of quiet, unsung heroes who spend their lives 

committed to their families, to this church and to doing what is right.  I hope you all realize that St. 

Lukeôs is special.  It is special because we are small and because we are a family. We are not a mega 

church and we are richer for it. We actually get a chance to know each other and to be friends as we serve 

Christ. 

 

 In todayôs Gospel, Jesus talks about the ñquiet, unsung heroesò and 

indicates that the kingdom of heaven is open to all people. He warns us not to 

be led astray. He warns us not to allow the weaknesses of man to lead us or 

distract us. He warns us not to be misled by manôs inhumanity to man. 

 

 Our church is full of unsung heroes. I can mention only a few in the 10 minutes that I have been 

allowed; Michiko Johnson is an unsung hero for her program through the church to provide food for the 

homeless and hungry. Any Sunday, Tannie Smith might step forward to read a lesson if someone cannot 

attend church, often without practice.  For those of us who serve and have to miss church, we appreciate 

her willingness to step in. Francis Goodwin serves as Junior Warden and works tirelessly taking care of 

the building and grounds to make sure the church looks good and works efficiently. He gives up his per-

sonal time for the church and never asks for any recognition. Herbert Bynoe in a very quiet way performs 

heroically in many capacities. Eunice P. Robinson coordinates flower giving and special events for many 

occasions. Rudy Canzater and Cynthia Goines are synonymous with quiet giving in so many ways. These 

are only a few of many who give so much to our church.  The list is long and significant.  These unsung, 

quiet heroes, named and unnamed, recognize that giving sets us free, giving changes our lives, and giving 

brings blessings back to us. 

 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 Computers allow us great access to information and statistics.   It is very interesting that the word 

ñloveò appears in the bible 733 times and the word ñgiveò appears 2,785 times or three times more than 

the word love. This suggests to us that we will never be like Jesus Christ unless we learn generosity. Rick 

Warren, the author of the Purpose Driven Life and the person who gave the opening prayer at President 

Obamaôs inauguration, lists numerous benefits of a generous heart. He says that generous giving will,  

  1. ñduplicate Godôs generosityò  

  2.  ñdefeat materialismò  

  3.  ñdetermine our blessingsò and  

  4.  ñdisplay Godôs glory. 

  

      We live in a culture that is saturated with materialism and we must 

teach our children that lifeôs greatest joys are not THINGS, that our value 

in life has nothing to do with valuables, but that true joy and contentment in 

life comes from a generous heart that it rooted in the church. 

 

 We are taught that riches and materialism are twin challenges for 

entering the kingdom of heaven. Jesus always recognized that we all could not give the same, but what 

each of gives is important. In Luke 21: verse 14, ñJesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into 

the offering box, and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, ñTruly I tell you, 

this poor widow has put more in than all of them. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she 

contributed out of her poverty all she had to live on.ò We cannot all give the same, but we can do what we 

can.ò 

 

            We can all help our wonderful church with our time, talent and treasures. Today during our Every 

Member Canvass, I challenge all of us to assist St Lukeôs with our treasure---- our financial commitment. 

The church cannot sustain itself unless we give what we can afford, but generously. Please make your 

pledge.  

 

There is a saying, ñyou cannot take your money with youò.   Several years ago, I wrote an article 

in the St. Lukeôs Times about Planned Giving which is another way to give to the church. As a planned 

giver, you can purchase a life insurance policy and name St. Lukeôs as the beneficiary. You can prepare a 

Will and give real estate, stocks and bonds, or a monetary bequest to the church.  Today I make this 

pledge and commitment to giving.   I will prepare a simple Will, at no cost, for anyone who provides for 

St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church in his or her will. 

 

In closing, I ask that you consider the following thoughts and give generously to St. Lukeôs: 

Giving allows us to store up treasures in Heaven rather than here on earth and remember Jesus 

said, ñIt is more blessed to give than to receiveò. 

 

Thank you and May God bless all of you and our church. 

A 

GENEROUS  

HEART 
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Church Sunday School  
     The Sunday School at St. Lukeôs begins in January 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  You can contact Judy Battiste, Tannie Smith, 

or Corliss Wise for further information or to volunteer as a teacher.    

           Submitted by Corliss Wise 

St. Lukeôs Menôs Club Christmas Baskets   
     Every year about a week before Christmas, the Menôs Club of St. Lukeôs Church, gives food baskets to the needy.  The 

men use the names of needy families that they know, or the families that call the church.  Every basket contains, chicken, 

collard greens, sweet potatoes, rice, sugar, bread, beans, peas, corn, tomatoes, oranges, apples, candy, grits, eggs, cooking 

oil, and cornbread mix. With discounts from the participating grocery store, the Menôs Club is able to provide four to five 

hundred dollars in groceries for all of these families. 

                                                                             Submitted by Edward Bingham, President, and James Johnson, Secretary  
 

ST. LUKEôS ORGAN FUND  

     As members and friends of St. Lukeôs, we are asking you to help us raise funds to purchase a new organ for our 

church.  Music is a major part of our service and a new instrument would greatly enhance our music program and add to 

our worship experience. 

     Therefore, your continued financial support of the organ fund is greatly appreciated. As of November 8, 2009, we 

have received $30,902.00 in contributions and our goal is $73,071.00.  Please make checks payable to St. Lukeôs 

Church and earmark Organ Fund.  If you have not completed your pledge or have not made a pledge, we ask that you 

please consider supporting this project.  Thank you. 

           Submitted by Leonard Gordon 

YOU TOOK MY PLACE AT CHURCH!  

 

One day, a man went to visit a church. He got there early, parked his car and got out. Another car pulled up near 

 him. The driver got out and said, 'I always park there! You took my place!' 

The visitor went inside for Sunday School, found an empty seat and sat down. A young lady from the church  

approached him and stated, 'That's my seat! You took my place!' The visitor was somewhat distressed by this rude  

welcome, but said nothing. 

After Sunday school, the visitor went into the sanctuary and sat down. Another member  

walked up to him and said, 'That's where I always sit! You took my place!' 

The visitor was even more troubled by this treatment, but still He said nothing. 

Later as the congregation was praying for Christ to dwell among them, the visitor stood  

up, and his appearance began to change. Horrible scars became visible on his hands and  

on his sandaled feet. Someone from the congregation noticed him and called out, 'What  

happened to you?' 

The visitor replied, as his hat became a crown of thorns, and a tear fell from his eye,  

'I took your place..' 

When you read this, say a prayer:  Help us to remember Lord, that there is nothing that  

is going to happen today that we can not handle together. Amen                                                                                                                                               

          Submitted by Annie Kelley 
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Sun Mo Tu W Th Fri  Sat 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 9  

Su Mo Tu We Th Fri  Sat 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Ja n u a ry  2 0 1 0  

Su Mo Tu We Th Fri  Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

F e b ru a ry  2 0 1 0  

 

 

2   Wednesday Eucharist & Bible Study, 10:00 am 
6   ECW Meeting, 12:00 Noon 
16  Men’s Club Meeting 
17  Vestry Meeting 
24  Festival Christ Mass 
             Choral Music, 10:15 pm 
             Christ Mass, 11:00 pm 
25  Christmas Day 
26  Feeding Ministry  
 
 
 
 
 
3   ECW Meeting,  12:00 Noon 
6   Wednesday Eucharist & Bible Study, 10:00 am 
14  St. Luke’s Quilters/Crafters, 11:00 am 

18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
     Vestry Meeting 
20 Men’s Club Meeting 
28 St. Luke’s Quilters/Crafters, 11:00 am 

 
 
 
 
February is Black History Month; every Sunday 
there will be a special speaker or activity, which will 
be announced in January 2010. 
 
3   Wednesday Eucharist & Bible Study, 10:00 am 
7   ECW Meeting, 12:00 Noon 

11  St. Luke’s Quilters/Crafters, 11:00 am 

14 St. Valentine’s Day 
15 Vestry Meeting 
16 Pancake Supper 
17 Ash Wednesday 
22  Lenten Tea 
27 Feeding Ministry, 12:00 Noon 
28 Heritage Food Festival 
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December  2009 
  
 6th     Tannie B. Smith 
13th    Patricia Cokley 
20th    Gwen Meadows & Gerald Martin 
27th    Available date 
  
January    2010 
  
 3rd     Available 
10th    Available 
17th    Available     
24th    Audrey Smith & Cynthia Goines 
31st    Available 

 February   2010 
  
 7th     Available 
14th    Available 
21st    Available 
28th    Heritage Food Fest 
  
March   2010 
  
 7th     Available 
14th    Available 
21st    Mothering Sunday 
28th    Available 
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Hi Everyone, 
     The fellowship calendar for 2010 is available for sign up.  Please sign the calendar to host a fellowship Sunday for 
your birthday, anniversary or In Thanksgiving for many Blessings.      Thank you.  
           Submitted by Cynthia Goines 

Thank you note from Bishop Dorsey F. Henderson, Jr.: 

Dear Sisters and Brothers at St. Luke’s, what a treasure you have given me with the ―quillow‖!  It shall warm 
my body and my heart to use it. 

We have traveled many miles together over the last fifteen years, beginning with that Sunday in January 1995, 
when, prior to my consecration, I worshiped in the pew at St. Luke’s as we celebrated the life and witness of 
Martin Luther King, and Fr. Calvin blessed me on the occasion of my own birthday! 

So as I enter a self-imposed ―exile‖, I take St. Luke’s with me — and look forward to returning as soon as 
possible — and often.  In the meantime, may god bless you as richly as He blessed 
me through you and with you.  Faithfully yours in our Lord.  

 


